
 
Rescuing Lake Doster 
 
With boating season upon us, we members of the Lake Enhancement Committee felt it was important to 
share with the LDLA membership some of the exciting progress we have made toward making our lake 
safer, more navigable, and more attractive for all its users and residents.  
 
With an eye to enhancing the aesthetic and navigational experience for our lake owners, our committee 
was formed last fall to investigate methods to manage and remediate shoreline encroachment and silt 
buildup. For the past several months we have been studying possible solutions in an effort to identify 
the most effective method for improving the lake’s ecology and appearance by addressing and 
potentially removing the nearly 30,000 cubic yards of silt (up to 5 feet deep in some areas) that has 
accumulated over the past 50+ years, particularly along our shorelines. 
 
To date our committee has explored a variety of lake bottom control/enhancement mechanisms, 
including aeration, lake drawdown, pump dredging, and mechanical dredging in collaboration with the 
DEQ and several potential contractors. Additionally, we solicited feedback from a number of lakes that 
had implemented those various solutions to develop a more complete picture of which method might 
provide the most practical and effective solution for our lake. 
 
Our research revealed that, of the four major methods explored, mechanical dredging would likely 
provide the most cost effective and least disruptive solution for our situation. 
 
Preliminary work that was done in 2013 identified for us the amount of silt to be addressed by lakefront 
location and included DEQ required sediment toxicity testing. A pre-application meeting with the DEQ 
indicated that, based on our testing results, an off-lake repository for the silt could be viable with six 
inches of soil cover and a deed restriction. The committee has identified several local potential 
repository sites, subject to evaluation for suitability by the DEQ and Allegan County and approval by the 
LDLA. 
 
As we await formal board approval to proceed, we are currently preparing a formal application for a 
DEQ permit (good for 5 years) and an Allegan County Erosion Control permit, as well working to identify 
a firm to potentially accomplish the work (10 firms originally consulted – 3 finalists identified based on 
cost, minimum ecological disruption and minimal disruption of normal lake recreation). 
 
We believe all LDLA members understand that a healthy and viable lake is the keystone to our wonderful 
community and share our commitment to maintaining it.  Fifty years of erosion and weed and leaf decay 
have created marsh-like conditions in some areas of the lake that could continue to expand if left 
unaddressed. Addressing the problem soon will certainly have a positive effect on home values and 
enhance the safety and aesthetics of our beautiful lake.  
 
We welcome your questions, your input, and your support. 
 
The Lake Enhancement Committee,  
Sandi Carter, Richard Couch, Robert Hix, Brian Sackley, and John Wagner 


